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TRAVELS  OF  TITUS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


(Continued  from  Paj^  398.) 


Before  invited  to  the  dinner  table,  Mr.  Richard 
Lovegood,  a  son  of  my  good  host,  arrived  on  a  visit  O 
his  father  from  the  state  of  Ohio,*to  which  he  had  emi¬ 
grated  but  a  short  time  before  with  a  young  wife.^  His 
portly  figure,  manly  aspect,  frank  manners  and  bene¬ 
volent,  intelligent  countenance,  bespoke  at  first  sight 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  a  stranger.  After  the 
salutations,  mutual  enquiries  for  trienda,  health, 
were  disposed  of,  Mr.  Lovegood  Says,  “  Richard,  Mr. 
Titus,  to  whom  I  have  introduced  you  here,  is  travel¬ 
ling  through  the  western  states,  and  feels  an  interest  in 
our  history,  and  prosperity,  especially  I  perceive,  in 
what  relates  to  the  religion  of  the  west.  Before  you 
came,  I  promised  at  his  request,  to  give  him  sonie  ac¬ 
count  of  the  great  stir  a  few  years  ago,  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  about  religion  ;  and  I  am  glad  that  you 
have  arrived  so  opportunely,  as  you  are  so  much  bet¬ 
ter  qUiiUfied  that  myself  to  enter  into  those  details 
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which  will  gratify  the  gentleman’s  curiosity.  Sir, 
said  he,  addressing  himself  to  me,  ‘‘  my  son  here,  J 
gone  through  the  course  of  study  in  our  college.  I  in 
tended  him  for  a  preacher.  He  intended  himself  J 
a  farmer,  and  a  farmer  he  is,  but  still  I  trust,  a  schoiai ' 

ten 

and  a  Christian.”  Richard. — ‘‘  Truly,  father,  if  you  . 

devolve  on  me  the  history  of  the  revival,  you 

yourself  my  history  to  Mr.  Titus.  1  wish  I  may  acS 

quit  myself  with  as  much  brevity  and  perspicuity  isi 

the  performance  of  my  task,  as  you  have  j'lst  doniMj^^ 

yourself  in  yours.”  Lov. — “  I  will  trust  you  for  that|| 

my  son.  You  were  at  college,  during  the  whole 

and  recollect  it  all,  I  dare  say.  Rich, — “  It  is  no^», 

.  j«t  0 

nearly  20  years,  yet  I  think  it  would  require  a  mudj 

longer. time,  to  eraze  from  my  memory  the  princip5||^ 

events  of  the  great  revival,  as  it  was  called.”  Tit,-4l 
"  .  ....  IItjo 

“  Did  you  witness  its  commencement  in  this  rigion  ? 

Rich, — ‘‘  Yes,  sir,  and  much  of  its  progress  audits  tertf . 

mination.”  Tit, —  ‘‘  How  did  it  originate?”  Rich,-W^^ 

•‘We  had  heard,  about  midsummer,  1803,  of  a  venf  _ 

great  commotion,  in  the  w^estern  wilds  of  Virginia,  ‘ 

'  •  .  .  Jt  1 

the  Greenbriar  river,  among  the  Methodists.  »  It 
spread  to  such  extent,  as  to  be  the  subject  of  much  con  I 
versation.  Some  called  it  a  glorious  revival  of  relip*^ 
gioh,  others  the  wild  fire  of  Methodistic  enthusiasm 

*  *  V( 

and  some  hesitated.  It  was  reported  that  many  Pres  i 
byterian  congregations  had  been  moved  by  its  influx j. 
ence,  and  had  united  with  the  Methodists  in  its  promo 
lion.  Intercommunion  between  Methodists  and  Pres  i 
byterians  was  at  that  time  unknown  among  us,  and  tbap*^ 
part  of  common,  report  which  represented  them  lul 
uniting  in  the  Greenbriar  revival  was  thought  gcneralljl^ 
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be  reproachful  to  the  latter,  and  disbelieved  by 
'Aany.  Ho^vever,  it  was  soon  known  certainly  that  an 
Incitement  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  remarkable  bodily  convulsions,  and  por- 
entous  groanings,'  and  loud  cries,  and  screaming,  did 
xist  in  many’  Presbyterian  congregations,  whethei: 
hey  Imd  united  with  the  Methodists  or  not  ;  though 
ven  the  truth  of  this  latter  circumstance  was  fully 
onfirmed  afterwards.”  Tit. — “  Its  commencement 

hea  was  among  the  Methodists,  and  probably  in  its 
eading  characteristics  similar  to  what  has  long  been 
vitnessed  at  Methodist  camp-meetings.  I  had  thought 
t  originated  altogether  among  the  Presbyterians.”  Rich. 

yioy  sir,  not  at  all.  It  was  at  first  purely  Motho* 
listic  in  its  origin,  but  it  soon  passed  all  the  ordinary 
bounds  of  excitement  even  among  that  people.”  T^l. 
•'“Did  you  soon  witness  it  here?”  Rkh. — “Yes, 
ir,  the  same  autumn.  A  Presbyterian  minister,  who 
then  resided,  without  a  pastoral  charge,  in  tho  neigh- 
ourhood  of  Canonsburgh,  was  sent  on  a  mission,  by 
rvhom,  I  know  not,  but  it  was  commonly  said,  by  some 
Presbyterian  clergymen,  to  Grcenbriar,  to  catch  the 
spirit  of  the  revival  and  bring  it  up  to  us.  He  w^as  nert 
long  absent  ;  and  soon  after,  I  think  the  day  after  his, 
return,  1  saw  in  the  college  yard,  several  Presbyterian 
Idergyman,  in  consultation  with  him.  They  exhibited 
in  their  countenances  unusual  gravity  and  solemnity — 
U  more  than  funeral  sadness,  and  deep  thoughtfulness. 
‘As  the  students  lodged  then  and  still  do  in  private 
houses,  and  as  my  lodgings  were  in  a  remote  part  of 

f  A.  * 

ithe  village,  I  tlul  not  hear  that  evening  the  result, of 
their .  clerical . deliberations.  On  the  morning  of  the 


fi 
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following  day,  when  the  students  assembled  for  prayers 
in  the  common  hall,  there  was  an  awful  stillness,  such 
we  seldom  witness  but  in  the  house  of  mourning, 
around  the  body  of  a  departed  friend.  It  continued 
during  the  recitations  of  the  forenoon.  The  sprightli¬ 
ness  and  cheerfulness  which  enliven  ordinarly  the  reci¬ 
tation  rooms  of  youth  in  academics,  had  utterly  it 
teemed,  forsaken  us.  There  could  not  have  been 
produced  a  deeper  gloom  had  the  principal  and  pro¬ 
fessors,  all  fallen  by  the  shaft  of  death  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  night.  To  me  it  was  all  mystery.  As  soon  as  an 
opportunity  offered,  1  sought  from  a  class  mate  an  ex* 
planation.  He  was  usually  a  thoughtless,  g.'iy  and 
merry  youth,  but  on  that  forenoon,  graver  than  the 
gravest.  What,  said  1,  James,  does  all  this  solemnity 
mean  ?  0  !  said  he,  have  you  not  heard  of  last  night  ? 
Were  you  not  at  preaching  in  the  hall,  yesterday  even¬ 
ing  ?  Oil  have  been,  1  am  a  dreadful  sinner !  I  have 
spent  a  very  wicked  life.  We  have  been  all  brought 
to  a  sense  of  our  sins.  I  said  1  was  glad  to  find  it  so. 
But  how  had  this  been  effected  ?  You  were  not,  said 
be,  here  then  last  night.  W^hat  a  night !  You  know 
that  Mr.  ,  has  just  come  back  from  Grccnbriar. 
We  had  preaching  in  the  hall  last  evening  :  he  preach¬ 
ed,  or  rather  related  to  us  the  wonderful  work  at 
Creenbriar.  He  said  that  he  had  seen  multitudes  fall. 
He  then  came  down  from  the  pulpit  and  fell  himself 
his  full  length  on  the  floor.  All  the  congregation  was 
struck,  the  hall  was  filled  with  the  groans  of  convinced 
sinners.  Miss  — ,  Miss  — ,  Miss  and  Miss  — ,  all 

fell  and  were  dreadfully  alarmed  and  even  convulsed. 
James,  said  I,  did  any  of  the  men  fall  ?  He  said  none, 
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‘but  all  were  greatly  affected.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
^itatement  was  in  all  points  correct,  but  I  believe  it  was 
substantially  a  fair  representation  of  the  transactions 
of  the  preceding  evening.”  Tit. — “  What,  may  I  ask 
you,  was  the  character  of  the  missionary  who'had  been 
sent  to  Greenbriar  ?”  Rich. — “  He  was  a  decent,  re¬ 
spectable,  and  orthodox  man,  and  esteemed  a  good 
roan.”  Lov. — “  But,  you  know,  Dick',  he  was  a  very 
poor  preacher,  and  a  man  of  very  little  sense  for  a 
minister  of  the  gospel.”  Rich. — “  I  do  know,  father, 
that  he  was  a  plain  preacher,  but  you  admit  I  trust, 
that  all  I  have  said  of  him  is  true.”  Lov. — “  Yes,  you 
said'  he  was  a  resectable  man,  and  he  might  be  a  re¬ 
spectable  man,  but  we  all  know  very  well  that  he  was 
very  ftr  from'  being  a  respectable  preacher.  1  dont 
believe  he  was  fit  to  preach  at  all'.”'  Tit. — “  Did  the 
solemnity  of  the  students  last  long  ?”  Rich. — “No, 
sir,  it  all  vanished  in  a  few  days.  I  do  not  now  recol- 

I  lect  one  instance  in  which  it  continued  for  a  week. 
Some  of  the  elder  students  who  had’  commenced  study 
late  in  life  with  a  view  to  the  ministry,  entered'  into 
the  work,  and- were  zealous  in- its  promotion  as  long  as 
it  lasted;  With  others  it  was  only  a  momentary  im-^ 
pulse.  The  young  man,  whom  I-  have  mentioned,  as' 
so  deeply  affected;  wrote  not  long  after  to  his  father, 
that  he- hoped  he  would  excuse  him  for  the  profession 
which  he  had  chosen,  as  he  had  determined  to  devote 
himself  to  the  barj  and' not  to  the  ministry.  However, 
the  excitement  produced  in  the  village  and  its  vicinity 
Was  powerful;  and  almost  instantaneous. 

“On  the  day  following  the  evening  already  men¬ 
tioned,- the  report  spread  through  the  .village  and-iiito 
37* 
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the  surrounding  country,  that  “  thefaUing  ta;orA%”  for 
so  it  was  commonly  called,  had  begun  in  the  academy. 
Prayer-meetings  and  preachings  were  held  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  almost  every  evening  of 
the  week,  and  continued  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  until 
late  hours — often  till  midnight.  In  many  cases  all 
worldly  business  was  nearly  abandoned.  Hymns^were 
sung  along  the  streets,  and  high  ways,  and  in  private 
houses,  all  hours  of  the  thiy,  and  nearly  all  hours  of  the 
night.  The  clergy,  in  their  preaching,  rejected  gene¬ 
rally  doctrinal  discussion,  and  the  pulpits  resounded 
with  the  terrors  of  hell,  while  groaning,  shouting,  and 
convulsive  bo<lily  wfithings  filled  the  churches,  which 
were  usually  crowded  with  all  sorts  of  people.”  Tit, 
— “You  have  seen  and  heard  all  this  yourself?”  Rich. 
— “  Undoubtedly  I  have,  and  much  more.  1  shall  give 
you  some  specimens  of  devotional  assemblies,  in  which 
I  was  myself  present.  A  young  lady  one  of  our  neigh¬ 
bours  died  on  Sabbath  morning.  It  is  the  custom  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  for  some  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours  to  watch  beside  the  corpse  on  the  night  that 
intervenes  betvyeen  the  death  and  burial.  Some  of  our 
family  and  myself  went  to  the  house  of  mourning,  to 
spend  at  least  a  part  of  the  night  in  watching.  Soon 
after  dark,  a  number  of  males  and  females  from  a 
neighbouring  Presbyterian  church,  where  they  had 
remained  after  public  service  to  sing  hymns,  came  in 
a  body  and  filled  the  house.  An  elderly  gentleman  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  was  invited  to  lead 
in  family  worship.  He  sung  a  portion  of  Davkl’s 
Psalms,  read  an  appropriate  chapter  in  the  Bible,  and 
offered  up  a  very  scriptural,  and  fervently  devotionaj 
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prayer.  All  was  quiet,  and  orderly  ;  not  a  single  groan 
interrupting  the  service.  It  was  proposed  by  a  person 
who  was  deeply  and  zealously  engaged  in  promoting 
the  revival,  that  they  should  sing  hymns,  which  was 
generally  acceded  to.  As  it  was  now  growing  late,  find 
even  more  company  than  perhaps  was  discreet  on  such 
an  occasion,  the  Pteformed  Presbyterian  gentleman  and 
several  others  retired.  A  hymn  of  Dr.  Walts,  describ¬ 
ing  the  horrors  of  hell,  was  sung,  and  afterwards  there 
was  another  prayer  offered  up.  There  was  some 
groaning  during  this  service,  but  upon  the  whole,  there 
was  very  little  confusion.  Small  groups  now  began  to 
chaunt  hymns,  selecting  the  most  terrihc.  Deep, 
frequent  and  heavy  groans  began  now  to  be  heard. 
When  the  hymn  touched  upon  the  wrath  of  God,  pour¬ 
ed  upon  the  reprobate  in  the  realms  of  misery,  there 
were  many  beard  exclaiming,  ‘  that  wrath  will  fall  upon 
me,  I  shall  go  to  hell.’  Soon  young  females  were 
stretched  in  convulsions  on  the.  floor  others  uttered 
loud  shrieks  ;  others  were  praying,  others  engaged  in 
conversation  ;  and  the  shrill  cries  of  those  who  sang 
hymns  were  elevated  to  strains  louder  and  louder. 

‘‘  The  person  who  had  been  most  active  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  all  this  excitement,  looked  on  with  much 
complacency  and  great  composure.  Addressing  him¬ 
self  to  a  grave  student  of  the  institution  in  Canons- 
burgh,  and  a  professor  of  religion,  he  said,  “Young 
gentleman,  1  hope  you  consider  this  a  glorious  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  ?”  The  student  who  appeared 
intent  on  viewing  the  scene  around  him,  gave  a  short 
«ind  evasive  answer.  But  when  the'  question  was 
pressed  on  him  again,  he  replied,  I  should  fear  that 
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those  people  who  are  thus  convulsed,  and  uttering 
these  groans  would  be  driven  to  despair.  I  would 
prefir  to  hear  some  enlightened  conversation  that 
might  tend  to  the  instruction  of  these  ignorant  people; 
who  appear  to  labour  under  convictions  so  dreadful— 
that  might  lead  them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  You  mistake,  said 
the  other,  you  mistake  altogether  their  feelings  :  they 
are  in  Heavenly  exstacies  at  this  very  moment.  A 
young  man,  whom  I  knew  to  be  the  veriest  profligate; 
had  seated  himself  on  a  table,  leaned  his  head  against 
the  wall,  and  with  his  breast  protruded  as  far  forward 
as  possible,  seemed  to  be  labouring  under  involuntary 
spasms  in  his-  whole  athletic  frame..  But  with  allj 
roaring  out  occasionally,  “  Obi!  I  shall  go  to  hell — I 
am  lost — 1  am  lost.”  I  had  thought  him  utterly  in¬ 
capable  of  hectring,.  much  less  of  understanding  any 
thing  uttered  by  the  two  persons  who  were  in  conver¬ 
sation:  near  him.  !•  was  wrong  ;  for  when  it  was  said 
“  these  people  are  in  Heavenly  exstacies,”  he  changed 
his  tone,  and  began  to  exclaim  “glory,  glory,  glory  !” 
The  conversation  between  the  student  and  the  revival¬ 
ist,  soon  became  more  earnest,  and  controversial,  and 
to  my  astonishment,  the  w  hole  noise  was  hushed  in  less 
than  fifteen  minutes,  and  all  had  their  eyes  and  atten¬ 
tion  fixed  upon  them^.and  when. the  student  seemed  to 
be  puzzled  by  some  remark  of  the  other,  those  who 
not  tw  enty  minutes  before  had  been  groaning  and  con¬ 
vulsed,  were  laughing.  l  am  certain  that  on  that  occa¬ 
sion,  all  the  bodily  gestures  and  groanings  were  entire¬ 
ly  feigned,  though  in  other  instances  I  believe  they 
were  involuntary.”  Tit. — “  On  what;  evidence  does 
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I  ;{ie  belief  of  their  having  been  involuntary  re^t  ?'•’ 
Rich. — “  A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  in  whose 
veracity  I  have  entire  confidence,  and  from  whom  1 
had  the  particulars,  attended  one  of  the  Presbyterian 
aamp-meetings,  partly,  indeed  chiefly,  from  curiosity, 
as  he  thought  them  disorderly  and  extravagant.  For 
some  hours,  he  walked  through  the  encampment,  and 
surveyed  with  coolness,  what  he  thought  the  wildest 
enthusiasm.  Almost  instantly  his  sight  began  to  forsake 
him,'  his  knees  grew  feeble  and  he  imagined  himself 
•landing  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  over  which  he  was 
in  danger  every  moment  of  tumbling  into  a  dark,  and 
•eerningly  bottomless  gull.  He  had  suificient  recollec¬ 
tion  left,  to  perceive  that  the  falling  work  was  seizing 
him,  and  to  attempt  flight.  At  first  he  could  walk  only, 
then  quickening  his  pace  as  he  reached  the  limits  of 
the  encampment,  he  ran  ;  but  it  was  not  until  he  had 
run  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  that  he  fully  recovered 
his  recollection,  and  shook  off  the  terror  of  falling  into 
the  dark  and  dreadful  gulf.  He  is  perfectly  convinced 
I  that  in  a  few  minutes  more,  he  would  have  experienced 
I  all  the  convulsions  which  he  had  witnessed  in  others. 

I  In  all  this,  he  says  there  was  no  conviction  of  sin,  no 
1  terror  of  the  wrath  of  God,  nor  any  thought  or  emo- 

i  ,  ...  *^  .  .  * 

I  tion,  but  the  dread  of  sinking  into  the  frightful,  yawning 
f  ffulf.  This  dread  he  attributes  to  Satanic  influence.” 

b  ^ 

Tit. — “  It  might,  however,  have  been  a  sympathetic 
emotion.”  Lov. — “  I  think  the  devil  had  some 

band  in  the  business.  He  is  the  prince  of  darkness, 
and  the  gentleman  of  whom  you  speak,  Richard,  had 
his  eye-sight  darkened,  and  the  gulf  w  as  dark,  and  his 
I;  mind  was  darkening,  Mr,  Titus  will  be  gratified. to 
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hear  you  tell  what  you  witnesised  one  night  in  the  col¬ 
lege  hall,  of  which  I  have  often  heard  -you  speak.’’ 
Tit. — ‘‘  I  hope  your  son  will  gratify  me.”  Btc/i.— 
On  ah  evening,  in  the  winter  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  remarkable  exfcitement,  on  the  occasion  of 
some  missionary  meeting,  w^hen  five  or  six  Presbytsrian 
clergymen  were  assembled  in  Canonsburgh,  preaching 
w  as  announced  in  the  hall  of  the  academy.  A  fellow 
student  and  myself  attended.  The  large  apartment 
was  filled  to  overflowing,  With  the  preacher  I  wag 
not  acquainted,  v  I  knew,  however,  his  reputation, 
which  was  that  of  a  sound  doctrinal  preacher.  He  was 
of  bill  figure,  of  dark  complexion,  and  very  grave 
aspect,  and  strong  voice.  His  text  was  such  as  was 
commonly  chosen  by  the  clergy  at  that  time  zealous 
in  the  revival; — He  that  believeth' not  shall  be 
damned.”  Before  he  read  the  text,  and  while  engaged 
in  the  first  prayer,  deep,  heavy  and  sepulchral  groans 
were  heard  ia^ every  quarter  in  the  congregation. — 
/Very  soon  after  the  annunciation  of  the  subject,  the 
voice  of  the  speaker  was  elevated  to  a  very  high  pitch, 
his  attitudes  and  gestures  terrific,  and  the  expression 
of  his  countenance  severe  and  scowling.^  The  horrible 
agonies  of  the  damned  were  his  chief  theme  of  decla¬ 
mation,  though  occasionally  these. were  contrasted  with 
the  blessings  of  the  redeemed.  The  audience  seemed 
to  be  generally  under  the  entire  controul  of  the  preach 
er.  Before  he  reached  the  middle  of  the  sermon,  not 
less  than  sixty  persons  were  either  lying  on  the  floor, 
or  sustained  by  the  knees  of  those  who  happened  to 
be  near  them,  and  writhing  and  sobbing,  with  their 
breasts  heaving  in  laborious  respiration,  all  resembling 
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the  most  painful  agonies  of  death.  Others  uttered  loud 
screams,  and  the  most  melancholy  wailings,  which  al< 

I 

together  in  the. open  air,  I  do  think,  without  exaggera¬ 
tion,  might  have  been  heard  nearly  a  mile.  When  the 
subject  of  the  joys  of  heaven  was  introduced  by  (he 
preacher,  the  troubled  elements  of  the  congregation 
were  calmed  a  little,  and  again  speedily  roused  into 
tremendous  action,  when  the  theme  reverted  to  the 
flames  of  Tophet.  Though  I  stood  near  to  the  pulpit 
;  and  the  powerful  voice  of  the  speaker,  was  strained  to 
I  its  loudest  notes,  yet  such  was  the  noise  of  the  tern- 
j  pestuous  congregation,  that  I  could  not  distinctly  trace 
the  course  of  the  stream  of  sentiment  in  his  decla¬ 
mation.  Though  the  voice  of  the  preacher  was  very 
hoarse  by  overstrained  exertion,  yet  in  a  partial  calm, 
summoning  up  all  his  remaining  powers  of  utterance, 
and  clenching  both  his  hands,  be  said  with  the  utmost 
vehemence  : — Methinks  I  see  a  cavern  in  hell  heat¬ 
ed  seven  times  hotter  than  it  is  wont  to  be  heated,  into 
which  you  sinners  of  Cannonsburg,  and  Chartiers,  will 
be  driven  pursued  by  the  hottest  flames  ef  damnation.’’ 
•He  concluded  this  fearful  sentence  by  smiting  with 
clenched  fists  the  pulpit.  The  excitement  now  rose  to 
the  highest  possible  pitch.  *  The  sermon  was  ended, 
and  for  many  minutes  the  congregation  “  wrought  and 
was  tempestuous.”  .  When  the  storm  began  to  subside, 
another  clergyman  arose,  announced  the  baptism  of  a 
child,  requested  silence,  which  in  a  few  minutes  was 
restored,  with  the  exception. of  some  sobbing,  which 
resembled  the  distant  groans  of  a  retreating  tempest. 
The  baptismal  service  was  short,  and  solemn.  As  soon 
33  it  was  ended,  the  minister,  looking  over  the  awe- 
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ncnt  character  ?”  Rich.  “  I  think  even  its  friends 
would  admit  that  it  did  not.  Too  many  were  hastily 
hurried  into  the  church,  who  soon  fell  off.  In  Ken¬ 
tucky,  it  was  still  more  extensive  than  with  us,  and  if 
possible  more  violent,  but  of  the  same  general  charac¬ 
ter.  Several  ministers  and  many  people  left  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  body,  renounced  the  atonement,  decried  all 
creeds  and  confessions,  were  given  up  to  dancing  in 
their  congregations,  and  to  almost  every  other  extra¬ 
vagance.  They  had  the  jumpers,  the  dancers,  the 
barkers,  &c.  ;  though  I  have  often  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  heard  them  bark  in  the  congregations,  in  all  re- 
'  spects  like  the  barking  of  the  dog,  for  which  on  one 
occasion  I  mistook  it.  The  Reformed  Presbyterians, 
with  the  bodies  of  Seceders  never  entered  into  it.  The 
•\ntiburgher  Presbytery  published  a  warning  and  testi- 
mony  against  it  as  dangerous  enthusiasm.” 

(To  be  Continued.) 

BlbCfRAPHICAL  FRAGMENT - PRESIDENT  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards  was  bom  at  Windsor,  Con¬ 
necticut,  October  5th,  1703.  His  father  >vas  the  Rev. 
Timothy  Edwards,  and  his  mother,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  Massachu- 
'setts,  who  acquired  very  consklerable  celebrity  by  bis 
theological  writings.  Jonathan  Edwards  entered  Yale 
college  about  the  time  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 
Soon  after  his  entrance  at  college,  he  read  Lock  on  the 
Understanding  with  profit  and  pleasure.*  In  1720,  be* 

I  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  received  the 
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degree  of  Bachelor  of- Arts.  Two  years  after  that 
lime,  he  studied  theology  in  the  college  and  was  licen¬ 
sed  to  preach  the  gospel  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and 
soon  after  was  requested  by  some  ministers  of  New 
England,  to  take  charge,  of  a  Presbyterian  congrega¬ 
tion  in  New-York,  on  whose  behalf  they  were  com¬ 
missioned  to  .act.  He  repaired  to  New-York,  where 
he  preached  for  some  time  to  acceptance,  but  he  thought 
the  congregation  too  small  to  support  a  minister,  and 
there  were  difficulties  in  it,  on  which  accounts  he  left 
them,  and  returned  to  his  father’s  house.  While  a  li¬ 
centiate  he  formed  and  committed  to  writing  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions,  which  we  recommend  to  the  special 
attention  of  our  readers  : 


RESOLUTIONS. 


‘•Being  sensible  that  I  am  unable  to  do  any  thing  with¬ 
out  God’s  help,  I  do  humbly  intreat  him  by  his  grace 
to  enable  me  to  keep  these  resolutions,  so  far  as  they 
are  agreeable  to  his  will,  for  Christ’s  sake. 

llcmembcr  to  read  over  these  Resolutions  cnce  c 
veeek. 

Resolved,  that  I  will  do  w:hatever  I  think  to  be  most 
to  God’s  glory,  and  my  own  good,  profit  and  pleasure, 
in  the  whole  of  my  duration,  without  any  consideration 
of  the  time,  whether  now,  or  never  so  many  myriads 
of  ages  hence.  Resolved,  to  do  whatever  I  think  to 
be  my  duty,  and  most  for  the  good  and  advantage  of 
mankind  in  general.  Resolved,  to  do  these  whatever 
difficulties  1  meet. with,  how  many  and  hew  great  so  ^ 
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Resolved,  to  be  continually  endeavouring  to  find  out 
some  new  invention  and  contrivance  to  promote  the 
forementioned  things. 

Resolved,  never  to  lose  one  moment  of  time  ;  but 
improve  it  the  most  profitable  way  I  possibly  can. 

Resolved,  to  live  with  all  my  might  while  I  do  live... 

Resolved,  never  to  do  any  thing,  which  I  should  be 
utVaid  to  do,  if  it  were  the  last  hour  of  my  life. 

Resolved,  to  think  much  on. all  occasions  of  my  own 
(lying,  and  of  the  common  circumstances  which  attend 
death. 

Resolved,  when  I  think  of  any  theorem  in  divinity 
to  be  solved,  immediately  to  do  what  I  can  towards  sol¬ 
ving  it,  if  circumstances  do  not  hinder. 

Resolved,  to  be  endeavouring  to  find  out  fit  objects 
of  charity  and  liberality. 

Resolved,  never  to  do  any  thing  out  of  revenge. 

Resolved,  never  to  suffer  the  least  motions  of  anger 
to  irrational  beings. 

Resolved,  that  I  will  live  so  as  I  shall  wish  I  had 
done  when  I  come  to  die. 

Resolved,  to  live  so  at  all  times,  as  I  think  is  best  in 
my  devout  frames,  and  when  I  have  the  clearest  notions 
of  the  things  of  the  gospel,  and  another  world. 

Resolve:!,  to  maintain  the  strictest  temperance  in  eat-* 
ing  and  drinking. 

Resolved,  never  to  do  any  thing,  which  if  I  should 
see  in  another,  I  should  count  a  just  occasion  to  de¬ 
spise  him  for,  or  to  think  any  way  the  more  meanly  of 
him.  * 

Resolved,  whenever  I  do  any  conspicuously  evil  ac¬ 
tion,  to  trace  it  back,  till  1  come  to  the  original  cause  ; 
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aod  then  both  carefully  endeavour  to  do  go  no  more, 
and  to  fight  and  pray  with  all  my  might  against  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  it. 

Resolved,  to  study  the  scriptures  so  steadily,  con¬ 
stantly  and  frequently  as  that  I  may  find,  and  plainly 
perceive,  myself  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
same. 

Resolved,  to  strive  to  my  utmost  every  week  to  be 
brought  higher  in  religion,  and  to  a  higher  exercise  of 
grace  than  I  was  the  week  before.  \ 

Resolved,  to  be  strictly  and  firmly  faithful  to  my 
trust,  that  that  in  Prov.  xx.  6,  A  faithful  man  who  can 
find  ?’*  may  not  partly  be  fulfilled  in  me. 

Resolved,  always  to  do  what  I  can  towards  making, 
maintaining  and  establishing  peace,  when  it  can  be  with¬ 
out  overbalancing  detriment  in  other  respects. 

Resolved,  in  narrations  never  to  speak  any  thing  but 
the  pure  and  simple  verity. 

Resolved,  never  to  speak  evil  of  any,  except  I  have 
some  particular  good  call  for  it. 

- S.  Resolved,  to  inquire  every  night,  as  I  am  going  to 
bed,  where  I  have  been  negligent,  what  sin  I  have  com¬ 
mitted,  and  wherein  I  have  denied  myself :  Also,  at 
the  end  of  every  week,  month,  and  year. 

Resolved,  never  to  speak  any  thing  that  is  ridiculous, 
or  matter  of  laughter  on  the  Lord’s  day. 

Resolved,  never  to.  do  any  thing  that  I  so  much 
fipestion  the  lawfulness  of,  as  that  1  intend,  at  the  same 
time,  to  consider  and  examine  afterwards  whether  it  be 
lawful  or  no  :  except  1  as  much  question  the  lawful¬ 
ness  of  the  omission. 
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Resolved,  to  ask  myself  at  the  end  of  every  day, 

'  week,  month  and  year,  wherein  1  could  possibly  in  any 
respect  have  done  better. 

Resolved,  frequently  to  renew  the  dedication  of  my¬ 
self  to  God,  which  was  made  at  my  baptism  ;  which  I 
solemnly  renewed,  when  I  was  received  into  the  com-, 
miinion  of  the  church  ;  and  which  I  have  solemnly  re¬ 
made  this  twelth  day  of  January,  1722-3. 

Resolved,  never  henceforward,  till  1  die,  to  act  as  if 
1  were  any  way  my  own,  but  entirely  and  altogether 
God’s. 

Resol vedi  never  to  allow'  the  least  measure  of  any 
fretting  uneasiness  at  my  father  or  mother.  Resolved, 
to  sutler  no  effects  of  it,  so  much  as  in  the  least  altera¬ 
tion  of  speech,  or  motion  of  my  eyes  ;  and  to  be  es-. 
pecially  careful  of  it,  with  respect  to  any  of  our  fa¬ 
mily. 

Resolved,  to  endeavour  to  my  utmost  to  deny  what^ 
ever  is  not  agreeable  to  a  good,  and  universally  sweet 
and  benevolent,  quiet,  peaceable,  contented,  easy;  com¬ 
passionate,  generous,  humble,  meek,  modest,  submis¬ 
sive,  obliging,  diligent  and  industrious,  charitable,  even, 
paii^it,  moderate,  forgiving,  sincere  temper  and  to 
Jo  at  all  times  whqt  such  a  temper  would  lead  to.  Ex¬ 
amine  strictly  every  week,  whether  I.hav^  done  so. 

Resolved^  constantly,  with,  the  utmost  niceness  and 
and  d'jig^nce,  and  the  strictest. scrutiny,  to  be  looking 
the  state  of  my  soul,  that  I  may  know  whether  I 
imve  truly  an  interest  in  Christ  or  no  ;  that  when  I 
come  to  die  I  may  not  have  any  negligence  rcspectiog 
this  to  repent  of. 

38"' 
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"  Resolved,  I  will  act  so  as  I  tbi.  I  I  shall  judge  woula 
have  been  best,  and  most  prudent,  when  I  come  into 
the  future  world. 

I  frequently  hear  persons  in  old  age  say  how  thej 
would  live,  if  they  were  to  live  their  lives  over  again. 
Resolved,  that  I  will  live  just  so  as  I  can  think  1  shall 
wish  1  had  done,  supposing  I  live  to  old  age. 

Whenever  I  hear  any  thing  spoken  in  conversation 
of  any  person,  if  I  think  it  would  be  praiseworthy 
me  :  Resolved  to  endeavour  to  imitate  it. 

Resolved,  to  endeavour  to  my  utmost  to  act  as  I  can 
think  I  should  do,  if  I  had  already  seen  the  happiness 
of  Heaven,  and  Hell  torments. 

Resolved,  never  to  give  over  nor  in  the  least  to  slack 
en  my  tight  with  my  corruptions,  however  unsuccess 
ful  l  may  be. 

Resolved,  when  I  fear  misfortunes  and  adversities,  to 
examine  whether  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  resolve  to 
do  it ;  and  let  it  be  just  as  Providence  orders  it,  I  will 
as  far  as  I  can,  be  concernf  d  about  nothing  but  my  duty 
and  my  sin. 

Resolved,  never  to  do  any  thing  but  duty  ;  and  then 
according  to  Eph.  vi.  6,  7,  8,  do  it  willingly  and  cheer 
fully  as'unto  the  Lord,  and  not  to  man  ;  knowing  that 
whatever  good  thing  any  man  doth,  the  same  shall  he 
receive  of  the  Lord. 

Resolved,  very  much  to  exercise  myself  in  this  all 
my  life  long,  viz. — with  the  greatest  openness  1  am  ca 
pable  of,  to  declare  my  ways  to  God,  and  lay  open  my 
souf  to  him  :  all  my  sins,  temptations,  difficulties,  sor¬ 
rows^  fears,  hopes,  desires,  and  every  thing,  and  every 
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circumst  mce  ;  according  to  Dr.  Manton’s  27th  sermon 
on  the  cxix.  Psalm. 

Resolved,  after  afflictions,  to  inquire,  what  I  am  the 
better  for  them,  what  good  I  have  got  by  them,  and 
what  I  might  have  got  by  them.”. 

The  eminence  attained  by  President  Edwards,  was 
undoubtedly  attributable  in  part  to  the  blessing  of  God 
on  the  foregoing  resolutions.  They  were  written  in 
the  20th  and  25th  years  of  his  age,  and  consequently 
there  are  some  things  that  belong  rather  to  a  young 
than  an  old  disciple.  In  his  youth  and  before  bis  con¬ 
version,  as  he  himself^  afterwards  thought,  he  was 
strongly  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  election,  which 
lippearjd  to  him,  as  it  does  to  men  generally,  who  arc 
in  a  state  of  enmity  against  God,  a  dreadful  doctrine; 

t  when  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
his  o^jjections  vanished. 

In  the  2  4th  year  of  his  age,  (1727,)  he  received  a 
call  from  the  Congregational  church  at  Northampton, 
where  he  was  settled  as  collegiate  pastor  wdth  his 
gnindfather,  Mr.  Stoddard.  Northnmption  is  on  the 
river  Connecticut,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  beauti¬ 
ful  spots,  perhaps  in  the  world.  It  was  settled  by 
emigrants  from  Enghjnd,  after  the  formation  of  the 
Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  which  was  made  the 
bond  of  ecclesiastical  union,  or  as  they  called  it,  ‘‘  the 
doctrinal ’basis,”  of  the  association  of  congregational 
ministers  formed  there.  .  His  grandfather,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned,  was  a  very  distinguished  Congrega¬ 
tional  minister.  As  Mr.  Stoddard  was  old^  the  greater 
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part  of  the  pastoral  duties  of  the  congregation,  devolv¬ 
ed  on  him.  For  20  years,  he  wrote  out  the  greater 
part  of  his  sermons,  used  in  part  his  manuscripts  in  the 
pulpit  ;  though  he  thought  memoriter  preaching  the 
apostolic  plan,  regretted  that  he  had  ever  used  read¬ 
ing,  and  thought  any  one  qualified  for  preaching,  capa- 
ble  of  performing  this  duty  from  memory  and  judgment. 

There  were  two  remarkable  awakenings  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Northamption,  during- his  ministry,  the 
first  in  1734,  and  of  which  he  wrote  a  narrative  that 
was  circulated  extensively.  The  second  was  in  the 
years  1740  and  1741  ;  and  in  both  there  were  greats 
numbers  admitted  into  the  church.  Until  the  time 
of  these  awakenings,  and  for  some  time  after,  he  was 
greatly  beloved  by  the  people  of  his  charge.  Within 
three  years  after  the  last  great  excitement,  diflficulties 
arose,  which  eventuated  in  his  dismission.  He  l»eceiv- 
cd  information  about  three  years  after  the  revival,  that 
some  young  persons  of  the  communion  of  the  church 
under  his  charge,  had  in  their  possession  and  read  books 
“of  obscene  and  lascivious  tendency,”  and  thattheircon- 
viirsation  was  licentious.  He  laid  it  before  the  male 
members  of  the  church,  who  appointed  a  committee 
of  enquiry  on  the  subject.  It  was  soon  found  that  there 
were  but  few  of  the  principal  families  in  the  town,  or 
church,  that  were  not  tainted  with  this  evil.  A  great 
number  of  parents  fuKlmg  their  own  children  involved 
in  the  charge,  declared  that  the  young  people  should 
not  be  called  to  account,  before  the  church,  for  such 
conduct,  and  the  jKissibns  of  many  were  violently  ex¬ 
cited  ;  not  a  few  were  remarkably  insolent ;  and  it 
become  impossible  to  bring  the  offenders  to  censure* 
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Mr.  Edwards  lost  his  influence  in  a  great  measure, 
pecially  among  the  young  people,  and  his  biographer 
gays  that  his  usefulness  nearly  ended  with  this  event. 
This  was  the  congregation,  and  these  the  people,  who 
but  a  short  time  before,  were  said  to  be  the  subjects 
of  a  glorious  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  .There  is 
reason  to  fear  that  the  excitement  of  animal  sensibility, 
nd  the  operation  of  imagination  and  fancy  had  .been 
mistaken  for  a  work  of  grace,  which  produces  better 
fruits  than  these.  That  this  to  some  extent  was  the 
case,  was  the  opinion  of  President  Edwards,  not  long 
after  the  'end  of  the  work.  He  says^  : — “  Because 
many  who,  in  the  late  extraordinary  season,  appeared 
to  have  great  religious  affections,  did  not  manifest  a 
right  temper  of  mind,  and  run  into  many  errors,  in  the 
time  of  their  affections,  and  the  heat  of  their  zeal  ;  and. 
because  the  high  affections  of  many  seem  to  be  so  soon 
come  to  nothing,  and  some  who  seemed  to  be  mightily 
raised  and  swallowed  up  with  joy  and  zeal,  for  a  while, 
seem  to  have  returned  like  the  dog  to  his  vomit:  hence 
religious  affections  in  general  are  grown  .out  of  credit, 
with  great  numbers,  as  though  true  religion  did  not  a, 
ill  consist  in  them.  Thus  we  easily  and  naturally  run 
from  one  extreme  to  another.  A  little  while  ago  we 
were  in  the  other  extreme.;  there  was  a  prevalent  dis-  » 
position  to  look  upon  all  high  religious  affections,  as 
eminent  exercises  of  true  grace,  without  mucti  enquir¬ 
ing  into  the  nature  and  source  of  these  affections,  and 
the  manner  in  winch  tl^ey  arose  :  if  persons  did  but 
appear  to  be  ird'  ‘^•.d  very  much  moved  and  raised,  so 
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as  to  be  full  of  religious  talk,  and  express  themselves 
with  great  warmth  and  earnestness,  and  to  be  filled  or 
to  be  very /u//,  as  the  phrases  were  ;  it  was  too  much 
the  manner,  without  further  examination,  to  conclude 
such  persons  were  full  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  had 
eminent  experience  of  his  gracious  influences.  This 
was  the  extreme  that  was  prevailing  three  or  four  years 
ago. — But  now%  when  the  ill  consequences  of  these 
false  affections  appear,  and  it  is  become  very  apparent, 
that  some  of  those  emotions  that  made  glaring  shew, 
and  were  by  many  greatly  admired,  were  in  reality 
'  nothing,”  &c.  All  this  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  before  the 
outbreakings  of  lascivious  reading  and  conversation, 
mentioned  above,  occurred,  and  before  the  violence  of 
his  people  drove  him  from  his  pastoral  charge.  -What 
would  he  have  written,  had  these  pages  been  penned 
after  those  events  occurred  ? 

-Mr.  Stoddard,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Edwards  had 
maintained  that  unregenerate  persons,  as  such  ought 
to  be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  such  admis¬ 
sion  was  practised  at  Northamption.  Mr.  Edwards 
had  from  the  first  entertained  some  scruples  on  this 
point.  But  as  both  the  opinion  and  practice  had 
spread  extensively  in  New-England,  and  as  his  "convic¬ 
tions  were  not  very  clear,  he  for  some  time  abstained 
from  the  discussion  of  the  point  in  public.  In  1744^ 
when  his  opposition  to  this  practice  was  known,  the 
ferment  already  excited  by  the  affair  of  the  licentious 
books  iind  conversation  was  wrought  up  to  the  highest 
pitch,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  people  of  his  charge 
became  clamorous  for  his  dismission.  Nothing  could 
allay  the  fervour,  and  he  was  dismissed  by  a  vast  wr- 
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jority,  220  voting  for  the  dismission  and  many  of  them 
nith  clamour  and  the  expression  of  very  violent  and 
aD<^ry  passions.  In  1761,  Mr.  Edwards  was  appointed 
to  a  mission  among  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  where  he 
and  his  family  enjoyed  a  competency,  and  where,  dur¬ 
ing  a  residence  of  six  years,  he  wrote  a  large  part  of 
those  works  from  w^hich  he  has  acquired  most  of  his 
celebrity.  In  1757,  after  the  presidency  of  Princeton 
ollege  had  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
:\aron  Burr,  he  was  elected  to  that  office,  on  which  be 
entered  early  in  the  year  1758.  On  the  22d  of  March 
of  the  same  year,  he  died  of  the  small  pox,  for  which 
he  had  been  inoculated,  on  the.  13th  of  the  preceding 
February.  His  death  like  his  life  was  exemplary. 

He  w^as  profoundly  acquainted  with  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tni  es,  in  the  study  of  which  he  spent  much  of  his  time. 
He  took  great  delight  in  David’s  psalms,  of  which  he 
peaks’*  in  the  following  elevated  strain  of  fine  devo- 
ional  sentiment,  illustrating  by  scriptural  example,  the 
importance  of  holy  affections.  “  The  first  instance  1 
hall  take  notice  of,  is  David,  that  man  after  God*s  own 
tart;  who  has  given  us  a  lively,  portraiture  of  his  reli¬ 
gion  in  the  book  of  Psalms.  Those  holy  songs  of  his 
he  has  there  left  us,  are  nothing  else  but  the  expres¬ 
sions  and  breathings  of  devout  and  holy  affections:  such 
w  an  humble  and  fervent  love  to  God,  admiration  of. his 
lorious  perfections,  and  wonderful  works,  earnest 
thirstings  and  pantings  of  soul  <ifter  God,  delight, 
joy  in  God,  a  sweet  and  melting  gratitude  to  God 
lor  his  great  goodness,  an  holy  exultation  and  triumph 
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mical.  His  great  strength  was  laid  out  in  the  Arminian 
controversy,  in  a  treatise  on  Jusv'ft^zation^  the  }\  illf 
Original  Sin,  and  his  volmm  s  of  Essays.  In  one  of  the 
latter,’^  he  attacks  Dr.  Watts,  as  Autitriniturian.  The 
Essay  is  entitled — “  Reasons  against  Dr.  Watts’  Notion 
of  Pre-existence  of  Christ’s  Human  Soul.”  He  exhi¬ 
bits  14  reasons,  in  the  eighth  of  w  hich  he  says  : — 

“  According  to  what  seems  to  be  Dr.  Watts’  scheme, 
the  Son  x>f  God  is  no  distinct  divine  person  from  the 
Father,  So  far  cs  he  is  a  divine  person^  he  is  the  same 
person  vrith  the  Father,  So  that,  in  the  covenant  of 
redemption,  the  Father  covenants  with  himself,  and  he 
takes  satisfiction  of  himself,  See.  Unless  you  will  say 
that  one  nature  covenanted  with  the  other,  the  two  na¬ 
tures  in  the  same  person  covenanted  together,  and  one 
nature  in  the  same  person,  took  satisfaction  of  the  other 
n  iture,  in  the  same  person.  But  how  does  this  con- 
foaod  our  minds,  instead  of  helping  our  ideas,  or  ma¬ 
king  them  more  easy  and  intelligible  !”  How  different 
this  from  the  style  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  psalms  of 
David,  which  many  misguided  professors  represent  0 
inferior  to  the  poetical  productions  of  Dr.  Watts,  whoni 
he  represents  as  denying  the  trinity — which  produc¬ 
tions,  are  practically  preferred  by  all  who  use  them, 
to  the  psalms  of  David.  We  conclude  this  article,  by  , 
expressing  our  earnest  desire  that  all  ministers,  in 
times  of  religious  excitement,  in  their  congregations, 
will  strenuously  recommend  to  their  people,  EMwards 
on  Religious  Affections. 

'****  ■■  ■  .  ■  ■  M  I  ■  ■■.  ■  1  . .  I  >  . . .  - 
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On  the  Penalties  annexed  to  Crimes^ 


THE  PENALTIES  ANNEXED  TO  CKIHE5. 

[The  following  extract  of  a  letter  has  been  sent  ua  by 
the  writer,  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  in  the  judiciary 
of  Pennsylvania.  With  him,  we  much  regret  that  more 
attention  is  not  paid  to  the  divine  law  by  the  legislators 
of  our  country.  It  is  well  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  all,  whether  the  amount  of  human  misery  is  not  in¬ 
creased  in  human  society,  by  every  attempt  to  mitigate 
what  some  think  the  severity  of  the  penal  sanctions 
of  the  laws  of  God.  The  direct  influence  of  these 
sanctions  must  be  the  securing  of  the  greatest  amount 
of  social  order  and  happiness  ;  and  hence  the  attempt 
to  mitigate  them  through  misguided  benevolence,  is 
cruelty  in  its  results.]. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  ONE  FRIEND  TO  ANOTHERf 
'  IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Your  late  loss  by  the  failure  of  one  in  whom  you 
had  reposed  so  much  confidence,  has  brought  into  my 
mind  very  serious  thoughts.  I  feel  the  utmost  anxiety 
respecting  the  state  of  our  country.  I  fear  the  worst. 
When  we  see  human  laws  set  up  in  the  place  of  the 
Divine,  we.  may,  and  indeed  we  ought  to  prepare  for  a 
stroke.  The  eighth  of  the  sacred  precepts,  appears 
to  be  generally  set  aside,  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
debts.  It  has  been  heretofore  often  violated  by  the 
law's  delay.  In  our  present,  self-styled  enlightened 
age,  in  which  justice  is  viewed  as  a  species  of  tyranny, 
the  rule  seems  to  be — Get  all  you  can  and  pay  as 
you  please.  Live  well  when  you  can.  Lay  up  stock. 
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but  beware  of  keeping  it  in  your  own  name.  A  few 
words  in  the  form  of  an  oath,  will  clear  you  of  all  dues 
or  demands,  and  make  you  independent.”  In  conse- 
quence  of  this,  there  is  no  safety  in  dealing  on. credit, 
and  a  wide  opening  is  made,  for  dishonesty..  This  is 
not  the  w’orst.  Did  ever  any  country  but  this  give  a 
kind  of  encouragement  to  crimes  ?  The  most  abundant 
proof  is  sometimes  not  considered  sufficient  to  convict 
of  murder  itself,  whilst  by  a  strange  perversion  of  all 
order,  whether  divine  or  human,  juries  are  permitted 
to  mitigate  the  crime  into  what  may  be  called  a  mere 
misdemeanor.  A  few  years  in  the  penitentiary,  that 
high  school  of  immorality  and  vice,  constitutes  a  suffi¬ 
cient  atonement  for  almost  every  degree  of  criminality. 
There  the  greatest  as  well  as  the  lawer  criminals,  must 
be  supported,  at  the  expense  of  the  honest  and  indus¬ 
trious  part  of  the  community.  For  such  are  its  regu¬ 
lations  or  management,  that  the  several  counties  where 
convictions  take  place,,  are  almost  constantly  called 
upon  to  defray  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  convicts. 
Does  not  the  depraved  knave  laugh  at  the  idea  of  such 
pretended  punishment?  He  is  at  his  ease.  He  is 
associated  with  those  whose  villanies  are  like  his  own. 
He  wants  for  no  necessarv  of  life,  and  becomes  at 
length  reconciled  to  confinement.  He  knows  he  is» 
better  off  than  thousands  of  the  industrious  poor,  and 
when  his  enlargement  takes  place,  he  generally  returns 
to  his  old  habits,  without  any  of  those  seeds  of  refor¬ 
mation  w  hich  were  fondly  expected  to  be  cherished  by 
visionary  theorists. 

“  My  heart  sickens  at  the  thought  of. the  consequqn? 
ces  of  this  system  ol  training  up  criminals  for  the  coj&r- 
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mis$«ion  of  more  crimesL  I  fear  we  have,  under  a  mis- 
token  sense  of  humanity,  departed  from  those  eternal 
rule^  of  justice  and  rectitude  laid  down  for  our  observ- 
anne,  in  His  holy  word,  by  the  author  of  our  being  and 
sovereign  of  ill — ‘'the  King  ofKings  and  Lord  of  Lords.’^ 


OBITUARY  NOTICE  OF  WILLIAM  CLARK. 

We  give  below  some  account  of  the  faith  of  this  god¬ 
ly  youth,  communicated  to  us  by  a  letter  from  his 
fclher.  We  visited  him  frequently  in  his  last  sickness, 
and  from  what  we  heard  of  his  heavenly  conversation, 
as  well  as  from  the  character  of  the  writer,  have  no 
doubt  that  It  may  be  relied  on  as  an  accurate  repre¬ 
sentation  of  facts.  He  said,  in  our  hearing,  to  his  pas¬ 
tor: — “L  will  be  a  jewel  in  the  crown  of  rejoicing  which 
the  Lord  will  give  you  in  the  day  of  his  appearing.*’ 
On  being  asked,  whether  he  suffered  much  pain  ?  He 
replied,  “  I  do  ;  but  it  is  worth  while  to  suffer  a  little. 
It  is  but  a  little,  and  nothing  to  the  glory  that  will  fol¬ 
low.”  After  waiting  some  hours,  in  expectation  of 
witnessing  his  decease,  which,  however,  did  not  take 
-  pi  ^ce  until  the  third  day  after,  his  pastor  said, — 

William,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  you, 
and  bidding  you  adieu  for  the  last  time,  as  it  appears.” 
He  said  : — “  Yes,  you  must  leave  me  but  it  will  not  be 
long.  We  shall  meet  again  within  the  gates  of  the 
New  Jerusalem,  never  to  part,  and  the  time  is  not  far 
.distant.*  *'I  should  have  been  happy  that  you  could  see 
me  enter  into  the  dark  ^illey  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
and  indeed,  were  your  work  done,  that  you  could  go 
with  me,  all  the  wav  througli.  I' had  devoted  myself 
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to  God,  witb  a  view* to  the  ministry.  But  I  must  go.’* 
He  then  spoke.'of  the  great  weight,  dread  solemnity, 
and  imporUihce  of' the  gospel  ministry.  Though  he 
Wiis  very  we^ik,  and  spoke  all  this  and  much  more  very 
slowly  and  wkb  great  modesty,  yet  there  was  a  sober 
dignity  in  every  thing  that  he  uttered,  more  like  what 
we  expect  from  a  disciple  of  a  hundred  years  old,  than 
from  a  youth  of  twenty-two.  He  w^as  perfectly  com¬ 
posed,  and  near  the  last,  quite  fearless,  though  very 
lender  on  the  subject  of  death. 

He  had  made  very  considerable  progress  in  the 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages,  and  in  Mathema¬ 
tics,  and  was  not  a  bad  divine.  The  reader  .will  see 
that  the  style  in  which  he  takes  leave  of  all  sublunary 
things,  and  welcomes  heaven,  much  resembles  that  of 
some  distinguished  martyrs;  and  it  is  accounted  Tor, 
by  the  fact  that  his  mind  had  been  imbued,  as  we  trust, 
with  no  small  portion  of  their  spirit,  by  reading,*  from 
his  early  years,  such  books  as  Cruikshank’s  History 
of  Scotland,  Knox’s  History,  the  Scotch  Worthies,  the 
Cloud  of  Witnesses,  &c. 

The  circumstance  of  his  owing  the  consistory  6s.  6d. 

mentioned  in  the  following  letter,  may  require  a  word 

of  explanation.'  He  was  stated  clerk  of  consistory,  and 

as  such  the  money  had  been  deposited  witb  him  for 'a 

special  purpose,  for  which  it  was  insufficient,  and  so 

hi.Ki  remained  in  his  hands  for  a  short  time.  His  youth 

and  opening  manhood  had  been  in  a  remarkable  degree 

exemplary  ;  hence  the  fruits  brought  forth  near  death, 

by  “  this  tree  of  reghtou^ness,  the  planting  of  the 

Lord,”  were  not  green,  but  matured  and  mellowed  iqto 

AiJl  richness  by  years  of  culture. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  WITNESS. 

**SlR,  -  ^ 

‘.‘.Agreeably  to*  your  request,  and  that  of  some 
others,  I  have  selected  from  my  own  memory  and  that 
of  the^  family,  together  with  some  written  ‘scraps,  taken 
down  at  the  time,  what  ;wa9  the  dying  experience  of 
my  son  William,  who  entered  into  the  joy  of  his^Lord, 
on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1824,  aged  22  years.  1  had 
no  design  of  making  this  public  to  the  world.  It  was 
sufficient  consolation  to  me,  to  have  the  evidence  of  his 
being  an  heir  of  glory,  leaving  the  further*  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  this  high  honor  until  the  general  and  full  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  sons  of  God,  shall  be  publicly  owned 
by  their  Redeeming  Head,  before  an  assembled  uni¬ 
verse.  The  detached  sentences  that  some  who  visited 
him  heard,  having  produced  some  excitement  antiong 
his  friends,  they  requested  as  full  an  account  as  1  could 
furnish  of  what  he  said,  and  it  may  be  of  some  use  in 
recommending  the  ways  of  religion  to  others.  I  send 
by  way  of  letter,  a  good  many  of  his.  remarks  made 
during  the  kist  three  weeks  of  his  life.  All  the  hea¬ 
venly  expressions  he  used  are  not  set  down,  many 
being. forgotten.  What  I  send  you  is,  I  think,  verbat¬ 
im,  or  very  nearly  so,  as  he  spoke  them,  I  have  guard¬ 
ed,  with  the  gratest  care,  against  inserting  any  thing 
that  be  did  not  say,  1  leave  you  to  dispose  of  this  and 
what  he  said  to  yourself,  as  you  think  shall  best  tend  to 
the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom. 

“William  Clark,  from  his  youth,  was  generally  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  afflictions,  some  of  them  very  severe,  he  was  a 
diligent  attendant  on  the  ordinances  of  grace,  joined 
ihe  Church  in  the  19tb  year  of  bis  age,  and  was  always 


f^l 


Obituary  Notice  of  William  Clark. 


463 


careful  to  sanctify  the  Sabbath.  He  was  taken  with  a 
severe  inflammation  on  the  lungs,  in  July,  1823,  which 
issued  in  a  consumption.  During  the'  early  stage  of  the 
disease,  he  read  much  himself,  especially  in  the  Greek 
Testament.  He  committed  to  memory  nearly  dll  the 
epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  some  other  parts  of  the 
Bible,  which  he  afterwards  said  he  fed  upon,  when  he 
could  not  read  himself.  About  three  weeks  before  his 
death,  his  cough  would  not  suffer  him  to  lie  in  bed,  and* 
he  sat  up  all  the  time  in  a  chair.  His  mother  said, 
•she  did  not  know  what  would  come  of  him,  when  he 
could  not  lie  down  at  all.*  He  said,  *  mother,  you  are 
a  poor  comforter,  God  has  been  with  me  in  six  troubles, 
and  in  seven  he  will  not  forsake  me,  1  shall  soon  be 
where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  where  the 
weary  be  at  rest.* 

“  1  said,  ‘  William,  1  think  it  appears  as  if  your  time 
would  be  short  with  us,  are  you  reconciled  to  leave 
this  world  ?’  He  said,  •  I  am  more  resigned  than  I  was, 
tho’  I  am  not  sure  if  the  desire  of  life  is  quite  sub¬ 
dued,  I  hope  to  be  made  resigned  fully,  to  the  will  of 
God,  if  it  be  his  will,  thus  to  cut  me  off  in  the  midst  of 
my  days.  I  had  resolved  to  glorify ^him  on  earth,  I 
hope  1  had  dedicated  my  life  to  his  service,  in  the 
ministry  ;  but  it  appears  I  am  not  worthy  of  such  aa 
honour,  perhaps  he  may  honour  me  to  glorify  him  in 
dying  ;  I  have  given  myself  up  to  God,  and'  he  has  said, 
I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee.  But  why 
should  I  complain,  when  he  is  pleased  to  take  the  task 
of  many  years*  service  off  my  hand,  and  allow  me  to 
spend  them  in  Emmanuers  land.  One 'that  dies  at 
eighty  years  of  and  another  that  dies  at  twenty^ 
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think  both  nlikc  that  their  past  time  is  a  dream.*  I  fii^i 
my  time  a  transient  vapour.  If  I  am  ready  for  death, 
r  have  lived  long  enough.!  He  said,  ‘  I  am  verily  per¬ 
suaded  that  he  who  hath  begun  the  good  work,  will 
carry  it  on  to  the  day  of  the.  Lord  Jesus,  and  that  he 
will  take  caro  of  that  which  1  have  committed  to  him.’ 
1  said,  /  those  were  indeed  glorious  promises,  but  how 
could  he  make  out  his  own  personal  title  to  them  V 
He  piuscd  a  considerable  time,'  then  said,  ‘  he  hoped 
they  were  given  by  God  wdth  a  design  that  they  mi^ht 
be  relied  on.’  1  asked  him  if*  he  thought  he  had  any 
specl.d  and  sensible  manifestation  of  God’s  presence  ia 
Ills  distress  V  He  said,  ‘‘he  did  not  know  if  he  had. 
the  laudaiiuin  had  so  benumbed  ami  stupified  him,  that 
he  could  seldom  think  or  pray.  O  father,  pray  much 
(or  me,  when  1  cannot  pray  for  myself,  I  have  nothing 
but  the  ])romises  of  God  to  rely  on  ;  but  I  Lope  the 
Lanl  will  perfect  that  which  concerneth  me.’ 

“  On  the  Sabbath,  about  eighteen  days  before  his 
death,  he  was  taken  very  ill,  we  thought  him  dying, 
his  pulse  could  scarcely  be  felt,  the  great  paljiitation  in 
his  breast  had  subsided,  a  clammy  cold  sweat,  was  on 
his  forehead,  his  extremities  were  cold,  he  began  to 
speak  in  this  state,  with  a  stronger  voice,  than  he  had 
done  for  some  vveeJIl^efore,  and  said,  ‘  he  thought  lie 
was  now  near  done  with  all  suhkmary  concerns,  death 
to  him  was  not  terrible,  its  sting  was  taken  away,  and 
the  grave  made  a  bed  of  ease,  by  his  glorious  Redeem¬ 
er.’  He  requested  us  to  be  resigned,  to  the  will  of 
God,  in  his  death,  he  had  only  got  a  little  the  start  of 
us,  he  hoped  we  should  meet  again,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Heavenly  Canaan,  never  to  part.  Death  is  a  debt  yoa 
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have  all  to  pay  :  O  prepare  to  meet  your  God  Ia 
peace  ;  death  is  only  terrible  to  those,  Who  have  not 
made  God  their  trust.  I  shall  soon  see  him,  and  all  his 
£iir  company.  Come  Lord  Jesus,  why  thus  do  the 
wheels  of  thy  chariot  tarry  ?  Now  Lord,  lettest  thou 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  I  think,  mine  eyes 
hive  seen  thy  salvation.’  Looking  up,  and  seeing  the 
fimily  in  tears  about  him,  he  said,  ‘  you  seem  to  be 
sorry  that  I  am  about  to  be  released  from  bodily  infir¬ 
mities,  diseases,  and  sin,  and  to  enter  upon  my  incor¬ 
ruptible  inheritance,  where  the  inhabitant  does  not  say 
1  am  sick.  Be  resigned  to  the  will  of  God  ;  he  is  a 
bind  Lord  to  me,  though  he  slay  me,  1  think  I  will 
trust  in  liim.  A  few  more  revolving  suns,  and  yo« 
all  shall  also  be  done  with  all  terrestial  concerns  as 
well  as  I  ;  it  is  but  a  little  while  that  we  part,  then  to 
part  no  more.  I  held  his  arm,  and  observed  that  his 
pulse  was  resuming  its  wonted  action,  he  said  ‘I  thought 
I  hid  arrived  at  the  haven  of  rest,  but  it  seems  1  am 
Dot  yet  ready  to  enter  into  the  promised  land.  I  must 
buffet  the  waves  a  little  longer.’  He  wished  the  young 
of  the  family  to  go  to  church  in  the  afternoon,  and  to 
prize  these  ordinances  while  they  had  them.  ‘  I  did 
expect,’  said  he,  *  to  sup  in  Heaven,  but  God  defers 
that  repast  to  whet  my  appetite.  He  continued  gene¬ 
rally  the  same  till  Saturday  following,  sometimes  acute 
pains,  and  in  one  of  these  severe  fils  of  pain,  his  sister 
said,  ‘  William,  is  there  nothing  we  can  do  for  you  V 
He  said,  ‘  I  know  nothing  you  can  do,  but  stand  by, 
look  on,  and  see  the  wages  of  sin  ;  a  few  more  such 
conflicts,  and  the  battle  is  won,  and  the  crown  obtain¬ 
ed.  what  is  this  to  the  bloody  sweat,  the  nail  pier- 
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cing  p  lias,  the  great  thirst,  the  derision  of  ungodly  nac®, 
and,  above  all,  the. hidings  of  the  Father’s  face,  which 
my  blessed  Redeemer  underwent,  that  the  sting  might 
be  tiken  out  of  death  for  me  !  My  sweat,  thoiigh 
clammy  I  and  disagreeable,  is  not  bloody,  my  pains  are 
tolerable,  my  .  drink  is  not  vinegar  and  hysop,  in  a 
spunge,  held  up  on  a  reed,  by  insulting  ungoilly  men, 
to  mock  my  thirst,  my  bodily  wants  are  all  supplied 
with  the  kindest  attention  ;  and  my  Redeemer  has 
said, 1  will  .never  leave  thee* nor  forsake  thee,’  and 
certainly  he  will  be  with  me  when  I  want  him  most  in 
passing  over  the  Jordan  of  death.’ 

“  On  Saturday,  about  eleven  o’clock,  when  urged  to 
take  a  little  .food,  after  suffering  much. pain,  he  said, 
^  I  shall  soon  have  done  with  these  comforts,  they  are 
God’s  mercies,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  thankful ;  but 
I  shall  soon  drink  of  the  water  of  life,  that  run’s  from 
.  beneath  the  tfhrone  of  God  and  the  Lamb.  1  shall  be 
admitted  to  drink, wine  with  my  elder  Brother,  in  his 
Father’s  house,  and  to  eat  fruit  off  the  tree  of  life,  that 
grows  ill  the  midst  of  the  Paradise  of  God.’  1  bad  read 
much  to  him  from  Willison’s  Afflicted  Man’s  Compan¬ 
ion,  and  Boston’s  View  of  the  Other  World,  in  which 
he  took,  great -  delight,  lie  often  said,  ‘  it  is  just  with 
me  as  there  described.  O,  how  1  long  to  be  with  that 
glorious  company  above,’  he  again  had  a  severe  attack 
similar  tO  that  on  last  Sabbath.  He  began  a  discourse 
which.4asted  about  25  minutes,  with  only  short  inter* 
vals  of  rest,”  in  which  he  gave  particular  advices  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  thanked  us  for  our  kind  attention 
to  him,  hoped  God  would  make  it  up  to  us  all,  sabl  he 
was  going  to  Heaven,  where  he  charged  us  all  to  meet 
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jim,  he  now  knew  that  his  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that 
he  soon  should  see  him,  in  all  his  glory.  He  charged 
the  children  to  obey  their  parents,  to  improve  much 
the  bright  light  of  the  gospel  that  they  now  enjoy, — 
to  love,  and  pray  much  for  the  spiritual  success  of  their 
piistor.  ‘  It  was,’  said  he,  ‘  my  delight  to  frequent  the 
gates  of  Zion.  O,  prize  the  ordinances  there  dispen¬ 
sed,  l-efore  they  be  taken  from  you  ;  neglect  not  pri¬ 
vate  prayer  ;  live  much  with  God  in  it ;  be  not  content 
unless  you  have  communion  with  God  in  it ;  you  see 
the  peace  1  now  have  on  the  borders  of  eternity,  let  the 
Holy  Bible  be  your  constant  companion  through  life  ; 
lay  up  in  health  a  store  of  its  precious  treasures,  a- 
gainst  sickness  and  death.  Now,  when  I  cannot  read, 

I  draw  on  them  ;  1  now  find  there  every  thing  suitable 
to  my  wants,  you  see  in  me  that  life  is  short  and  very, 
uncertain.  Nine  months  ago,  I  was  as  like  living  as  any 
of  you.  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,  be 
mindful  that  this  is  not  your  rest,  improve  time.  It  is 
only  valuable  as  it  regards  preparation  for  eternity,  it 
is  my  affliction  to  doze  so  much  of  it  away  under  the 
influence  of  laudanum.  Death  is  not  the  king  of  ter¬ 
rors  to  me  ;  it  is  converted  into  a  sweet  messenger  of 
peace,  to  carry  me  home  to  my  Father’s  house  :  the 
time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand  ;  I  have  nearly  finish¬ 
ed  my  course  of  trial  and  suffering,  and  I  know  that 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which 
the  Lord,  my  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  tne  at  that 
day ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  also  that 
love  his  appearing,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  spirit^ 
for  thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth.* 
^SaiQ  he  revived  a  little  and  said|  *  1  know  that  while 


li 


■ 

i  ,  4 

468  Obituary  Notice  of  William  Clark, 

I  am  thus  present  with  the  l>orly,  I  must  be  a^ent  from 
the  Lord  ;  O,  how  1  long  to  be  absent  from  the  body, 
and  to  be  present  witii  the  Lord,  for  me  to  die  is^.in 
unspeakable  ;  therefore  it  is  that  I  faint  not,  for  though 
my  outward  man  perish  as  you  see  it  does,  yet  I  hope, 
yes  I  feel,  that  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day, 
for  ray  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for.  me  a  far  more  exceeding,  and  eternij 
weight  of  glory,  ‘  verily  I  anyhow  persuaded,  that  no¬ 
thing  shall  separate  me  from  the  love  of  God,  thai  i« 
in  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord  how  I  long  for  the  dissolv¬ 
ing  of  this  earthly  tabernacle,  and  to  be  with  Christ, 
which  is  far  better.  God’s  time  is  the  best  time,  since 
there  is  no  getting  immediately  to  thee,  O  Saviour,  but 
through  death,  0,  why  tarry  the  wheels  of  thy  chariot 
so  long  ?  Make  haste  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like 
a  roe  or  a  young  hart  on  the  mountains  of  Bether  ;  but 
O,  why  do  I  thus  fret  at  God’s  wise  dispensations? 
Lord  give  me  patience,  to  wait  in  faith,  all  the  days  of 
my  appointed  time,  till  my  change  come.  They  will 
not  be  long  at  any  rate,  the  cup  of  trouble,  which  my 
Heavenly  Father  in  love  has  given  to  me,  shall  I  not 
.drink  it.*  An  aquaintance  coming  in,  he  said,  ‘  we  may 
set  light  by  religion  in  health,  but  we  will  find  it  do 
vain  thing  when  we  come  to  die,  that  is  now  my  sup¬ 
port.  Another  friend  asked  him  ‘  if  it  was  God’s  will 
now  to  give  him  his  choice  of  life  or  death,  which 
would  he  choose  V  He  paused  a  little,  then  said,  ‘  I  do 
not  well  know,  I  think  I  would  refer  the  choice  back  to 
God,  but  I  am  now  satisfied  .  to.  depart  and  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better.*  He  continued  to  speak 

occasionallyt  of  the  glories  of  Heaven^  during  the  sue- 
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ccctling  week,  nnd  his  hopes  of  entering  into  it.  He 
was  very  weakj^iamented  liiat  diis  precious  time  was 
-^pent  under  the  benuniing  infiuence  of*  laudanum,  and 
would  scarcely  t<ike  it.  He  said  he  would  rather  suf- 
f3r  pain,  and  did  for  six  days  suffer  a  great  deal.  He 
said  the  people  of  God  were  his  only  companions  in 
health,  and  he  wished  no  others  now,  to  attend  him  in 
sickness.  From  Monday  to  his  decease,  he ‘  had  less 
pain,  seemed  to  he  filled  with  the  anticipated  joy  of 
heaven  :  bis  mind  w^as  strong  and  regular  all  the  time, 
but  his  body  very  weak.  About  eleven  oVilock,  on 
AV^ednesday-  forenoon,  in  great  composure^,  he  said, 

‘  now  the  lime  of  my  departure  is  come,  my  death  is 
indeed  free  of  bonds,  my  longed  for  beloved  is  now 
come,  and  is  saying  to  me,  arise  my  love,  and  come 
away,  now  my  prayers  are  answered  indeed,  1  forgive 
you  all,  do  you  also  forgive  me  my  fretfulness  V  He 
was  told  he  never  offended  us;  he  said  in  all  things  he 
sinned.  ‘  Farewmll,  father  and  niother,  brothers  and 
sisters,  give  my  last  farewell  and  my  blessing  to  my 
dear  friends  in  New- York.’  Turning  his  eyes  to  me, 
he  said,  ‘  father,  I  owe  the  Consistory  6s.  6d.  will  you 
pay  it  V  I  said  ‘  yes,  you  seem,  my  son,  to  be  parti¬ 
cular  in  settling  your  accounts  with  men,  are  your  ac¬ 
counts  settled  with  God  V  He  said,  ‘  I  have  no 
accounts  to  settle  with  God.’  Being  weak,  he  paused 
a  w'hile,  then  said,  ‘  my  glorious  Redeemer  and  surety 
has  already  settled  all  my  accounts  there  ;  and  I  have 
just  to  enter  on  a  free  inheritance.’  I  then  said, 

‘  farewell,  and  may  the  Lord  go  with  you,  and  give  you 
the  possession.’  He  then  said,  ^  fiir^well  a  little,  fare- 

'Well  ordinances,  reading,  praying,  and  conuaunicating 
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in  the  Diilitant  church.  Forever  farewell,  sin  ami 
trouble  of  any  kind.  Farewell  sun,  moon  and  stars, 

I  have  now  done  with  all  earthly  concerns.  Welcome 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Sprit.  VVelcome  the  company 
of  angels,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 
Welcome  praising,  and  all.  the  happy  exercises  of  the 
glorious  company  around  the  throne,  into  thy  hands, 

O  Redeemer,  I  commit  my  spirit.’  Looking  up  to 
Heaven,  clasping  his  hands  in  a  praying  posture,  he 
left  the  tabernacle  of  clay  with  us,  a  little  after  one 
o’clock,  M.”  J.  C. 

LITERARY  NOTICES. 

""  A  DISCOURSE 

On  the  future  blessedness  of  the  Sons  of  God.  By 
the  Rev.  William  M’Millan,  A.  M. 

Blessed  are  the  dead,  which  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth  :  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labours  ;  and  their  works  do  follow  them.'’ 
Pittsburgh,  1824.  pp.  15.  8vo. 

The  writer  of  this  discourse  was  formerly  president 

of  Jefferson  College,  and  is  of  deservedly  respectable 

reputation  as  a  scholar  and  a  preacher.  The  sermon 

is  practical,  evangelical,  and  w^ell  composed.  It  is 

calculated  to  edify  the. Christian  reader,  though  the 
^  ••  •  "  ^  • 
imrigery  is  rather  too  high  wrought. 

We  present  our  readers  with  the  following  extract, 
which  .xomprizes  the  concluding  remarks,  from  pp. 
13—15. 

“  1.  That  one  reason,  why  death  is  so  dreadful 
even  to  the’  people  of  God,  is  the  comparative  weaUi^’; 
ness  of  their  faith  with  regard  to  the  glorious  realities 
of  the  invisible  state,  together  wdth  their  strong  attach- 


Literary  Nolicts. 


471 


incnU  to  this  world,  and  their  connexions  formed  in  it. 
These  exert  a  powerful  influence  in  rendering  death 
the  king  of  terrors.  To  dissolve  at  once  and  fartver^ 
all  our  earthly  relations,  and  to  sever  all  those  ties  by 
which  we  are  bound  to  this  world,  would  indeed  be 
ihocking  to  human  nature,  had  we  not  more  endearing 
rcl  ilionships  formed  in  the  world  of  spirits,  and  closer 
ties  of  union  between  us  and  tlie  Father  of  mercies.  It 
1:5  for  the  formation  of  these,  the  Christian  religion  is 
designed  ;  and  to  prepare  our  minds  for  meeting  with 
this  greatest  and  most  important  of  human  events,  the 
encouraging  motives  of  the  Gospel  arc  presented  to 


view. 


‘4u  the  light  of  celestial  glories,  this  world  and  all  its 
pomp  and  splendours  sink  into  littleness  and  nothing  ; 
atid  when  in  the  light  of  faith  divine,  the  Christiiin  can 
s  ly,  my  God  is  mine^  and  lam  his,  he  is  willing  to  burst 
the  bands  of  mortality  ;  knowing  rfiai  his  light  affiiciion, 
zvhich  is  but  for  a  moment,  shall  irorJc  out  for  him  afar 
viore  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

2.  This  subject  afibrds  ground  of  encouragement 
to  Christians  under  whatever  trials  and  afflictions  thev 
may  meet  with,  in  this  si  de  cf  imperfection.  They 
form  but  so  many  parts  of  that  wise  and  necessary  dis¬ 
cipline  which  God  h  for  their  good.  For 

we  are  assured  that,  all  things,  shall  w  ork  together  for 
good  to  those  that  love  God,  to  those  w  ho  are  the  called 
according  to  his  purpose.  Infinite  wisdom  has  planned 
and  adjusted  the  whole,  even  the  smallest  circumstance 
ill  the  lot  of  the  Christian  ;  and  eternal  love  and  good- 
nes^iwill  render  it  subservient  to  his'highest  interests 
in  the  end.  In  the  dispensations  of  eternity,  we  know 
uQtlhe  amount  of  good,  may  result,  from  the  apparently 
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most  trivirrl  incident  in  the  Christian  life,  or  the  reve¬ 
nue  of^lory,  which  will  redound  to  God,  If  the  dis¬ 
position  of  an, atom  might  affect  tlie  motions  of  (he  uni¬ 
verse,  how  much  more,  will  all  these  circumstances 
occuring  in  the  lot  of  the  Christian  through  the  dispen¬ 
sations  of  God,  exert  a  moral  influence  upon  him 
throughout  eternity  ?  It  is  only  Me  who  sees  the  end 
froiu  the  beginnings  can  form  a  due  estimate  of  it.  fVe 
know  not  xi:hat  zi^e  shall  be.  Let  us  then,  with  p.erfect 
resignution  leave  the  event  with  God,  assured  that  he 
will  manage  it  in  the  best  w’ay,  while  we  endeavour  in 
all  things  to  obey  his  will,  looking  for  that  blessed  hope^ 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  cur 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

“  3.  How  important  is  it  then  to  be  a  Christian  ?  U 
comprises  all  that  is  amiable,  noble  and  dignifying  in 
human  character.  He  bears  the  moral  image  of  God, 
he  is  the  son  of  God,  and  heir  to  an  inheritance  which 
is  ‘  incorruptible,  nndetiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away 
yea,  he  is  an  heir  cf  Cod  and  joint  heir  rvith  Christ. 
'  For  if  sons,’  says  the  jiposiie,  ‘  then  heirs  of  Cod  and 
joint  heirs  wdth  Christ.’  God  himself  is  the  iiilioiltance 
cf  his  people  ;  they  have  an  interest  in  all  that  God  hasy 
and  in  all  th  it  he  is.  All  tlii;;gs  are  theirs,  and  Gca]  the 
ilbuntain  of  all  perfection  arul  bliss,  is  theirs.  This 
would  be  too  much  for  frail  creatures  of  the  dust  to 
expect  ;  butcternol  truth  hath  declared  it.  There  is 
no  room  to  doubt.  Let  the  feeble  and  disconsolate 
Christian  then  lift  up  his  head  and  rejoice  in  God,  as 
the  portion  of  his  inheritance :  and  though  now  dejected 
in  himself  and  despised  by  an  injudicious  world,  behold 
the  day  is  coming  forth  when  he  shall  be  unfolded  in 
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I  his  true  character,  and  when  he  shall  outstrip  in  gran- 
I  deur  and  in  glory,  the  flaming  seraph  who  now  bends 
before  the  throne  of  God,  and  be  made  as  happy  as  his 
over-increasing  capacity  will  admit  of,  through  endless 
duration.  For  eye  hath  not  seen^  car  hath  not  heard^ 
I  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  of 
:vliat  God  hath  laid  up  for  those  that  love  him.  Let  it 
^  then  be  our  care  to  walk  w^orthy  of  our  high  destiny, 

;  and  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called^  adorning  the 
j  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  thmgs. 

“  4.  Permit  me  finally  to  add,  if  such  be  the  hopes 
I  set  before  us  in  the  Gospel  ;  how  highly  ought  we  to 
prize  it,  and  endeavour  to  iniprove  it  as  the  means  of 

■  our  eternal  salvation  ?  To  it  we  ow^e  all  our  hopes  as 
ihe  expectants  of  a  happy  immortal! ty*  To  it,  we  are 

]  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  a  glorious  and  divine 

■  Saviour,  and  the  way  of  recovery  through  him.  Here- 
*  in  we  learn  the  character  of  God,  of  man,  and  what  he 

iji'ill  be^  who  has  experienced  its  sanctifying  eflicacyi 
The  Gospel  is  the  light  of  the  world,  the  life  of  man, 
and  the  power  of  God  to  salvation  unto  all  who  believe. 

I  ‘^The  darkness  which  would  succeed  upon. the  an¬ 
nihilation  of  the  sun  w  ith  all  his  attendant  flames  would 
be  but  an  emblem  of  that  moral  darkness  which  would 
Ibilow  upon  the  extinction  of  Gospel  light.  Eternaf 
night  must  spread  its  sable  mantle  overall  our  prospects. 
It  would  be  at  once,  to  hoist  all  the  flood-gates  of  vice, 
paralize  the  springs  of  virtue,  and  convert  the  world  of 
mankind  into  incarnate  furies.  Such  would  be  the  ob¬ 
vious  elTect  of  depriving  the  world  of  that  precious 
treasure,  and  such  is  found  to  be  the  case  in  a  greater 

or  less  degree  where  its  light  does  not  shine.  Infidel 
40* 
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ity  saps  the  foundations  of  virtue,  and  with  ruthless 
grasp,  sweeps  from  man  all  that  is  calculated  to  make 
him  comfortable  here  and  happy  hereafter.  .  It  deprives 
him  of  all  that  is  really  amiable,  noble  and  dignified  in 
human  character,  and  converts  him  into  a  savage,  a 
beast  of  prey,  and  sinks  him  to  the  lowest  state  of  de¬ 
gradation  and  wretchedness..  If  this  be  so,  as  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  world  and  facts  demonstrate  ;  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  ’ humanity,  every  motive  of  interest,  every 
reg  ird  to  whatever  is  noble,  excellent  or  praiseworthy 
amongst  men  and  estimable  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
happyifying  to  man  both  in  a  civil  and  moral  view,,  all 
concur  to  render  it  infinitely  valuable,  and  urge  its 
claims  upon  us,  as  stampt  with  the  seal  of  heaven,  and 
enforced  by  the  general  interests  of  mankind  both  hert 
and  hereafter.  The  principles  inculcated  by  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  in  their  genuine  tendency,  would  convert  earth 
into  heaven,  while  the  want  of  them,  or  the  operation 
of  the  contrary,  would  render  it  the  very  image  of  hell. 
Blessed  are  the pcaple  who  know  the  joyful  sound:  the^ 
walk  0  Lord  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance..^^ 

The  Christian,  a  weekly  paper,  devoted  to  Reli¬ 
gion,  Morals,  and  Literature.  Philadelphia.  4to.” 

This  Socinian  magazine,  mentioned  in  our  last  num¬ 
ber,  professes  great  charity  and  liberality.  “  It  is 
not,”  say  they,  (No.  1.  p.  5,^  “;m  (a)  union  of  opinion^ 
but  -of  feelings  that  we  shall  labour  most  to  effect. — 
If  we  persuade  our  fellow  citizens  to  keep  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit  and  bond  of  peace,  ive  shall  not  be  very 
solicitous  to  produce  an  (a)  uniformity  of  religous  belief 
The  Christian’s  real  worth  and  claim  to  oureommu- 
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nioij,  an<i  kind  offices,  are  not  to  be  determined  by  the 
orthodoxy  of  liis  mind,  but  by  the  orthodoxy  of  his 
heart.'^^  1  hey  give  us  much  more  of  this,  which  we 
must  call  modern  slang — mere  hypocrisy.  The  n*i?id 
is  no  object  with  them,  but  the  heart.  So  then  the 
heart  is  no  part  of  the  mind  ;  no,  they  have  nothing  to  • 
do  with  any  pcirt  of  the  human  being,  but  the  organ 
that  propels  the  blood — take  care  of  its  pulsations,  and 
all  will  go  well.  But  we  have  not  room  for  criticism 
on  the  defects  of  sense  and  learning  which  are  very 
consj)icuo!is  in  every  column.  It  is  the  hypocrisy  and 
heresy  of  the  editors  to  which  we  invite  attention. — 
With  these  high  sounding  professions  of  Catholicism  and 
charity,  thy  tell  us  in  the  same  paper,  (p.  1,)  of  “  the 
demolition  of  human  authority,”  which  they  will  ac¬ 
complish — of  “  the  fall  of  those  hierarchies,  huge  esta¬ 
blishments,  general  convocations,  or  assemblies — by 
which  papal  dominion  is  perpetuated — and  of  servile 
assent  to  human  creeds.”  What  liberality  !  So  then 
the  hearts  of  all  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  Baptists, 
and  Methodists  are  wrong  ;  their  presbyteries,  classes, 
assemblies,  conventions,  creeds,  must  be  demolished 
by  the  Christian.  No  attack  upon  mind  here.  Mind 
li, IS  nothing  to  do  with  the  governnmnt  of  the  church, 
or  with  her  confessions  of  fiith.  The  “Christian”  too^ 
in  his  “  kind  offices,”  has  the  heart  to  demolish  all 
these  without  mercy. 

Besides,  they  tell  us  cf  “  second-hand  Christians,” 
(|).  7,)  or  those  who  “  shelter  their  indolence  under — 
creeds.”  We  should  think  a  second-hand  Christian 
HO  Christian,  so  do  they.  Here  then  all  those  who  ' 
adhere  to  the  creeds  of  the  Protestant  churches  are 
only  second-hand  Christians — all  excluded  from  the 
pale  of  Socinian  charity.  They  represent  creeds  as 
“  drowning  the  voice  of  the  reformation,”  when  they 
cannot  be  so  destitute  of  information,  as  not  to  know 
that  these  formulas  were  the  great  work  of  the  refor¬ 
mation.  They  represent  all  professors  of  religion  who 
do  not  think  with  them,  as  idiots,  who  do  not  kiiow  that 
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are  inclined  to  think  liiat  the  science  of  numbers  be¬ 
longs  to  the  miuJ  rather  than  to  tlie  heart.  The  libi  ral 
gentlemen  ought  to  know,  and  they  do  know,  ib«t 
Trinitarians  never  maintained  that  throe  persons  are 
one -person,  ar  one  nature  three  persons;  but  that 
wiuit  thc^y  maintain  is  that  three  persons  exist  in  one 
nature.  A  man  consists  of  two  natures  in  one  person; 
his  soul  and  body  are  two  distinct  natures,  and  yet  they 
make  but  one  person.  Here  they  may  charge  every 
man  who  believes  he  has  a  soul,  with  ignorance  of  the 
fact  that  one  is  notwo.  But  perhaps,  they  deny  that 
we  have  souls,  as  many  Socinians  do,  and  maintain  that 
we  arc  material  beings.  Well,  we  have  life,  and  life  is 
not  a  property  ci  matter,  so  that  still  ;ve  have  two  na 
tures  in  one  [►erson. 

“The  Chl:i^tian”  derfles  the  doctrine  of  the  trinit 
the  vacarious  atonement,  the  decrees,  and  indeed  ever 
fundamental  docti  ine  of  grace. 

liealliens  and  (ciuakers  are  their  great  favorites 
For  the  latter  a  short  but  just  rebuke  is  given,  them  iu 
the  Port  Folio,  an  old  and  excellent  journal  of  lilera 
Turc  in  Philadelphia.  Indeed  It  is  ludicrous  to  see 
.Socinians  courting  these  quietists — Socinians,  wl 
have  proclaimed  their  own  understandings  as  superior 
even  to  tliC  Holy  Scriptures,  (see  Belsham  and  Priest* 
ley,)  now^  renouncing  r/iZ/if/,  applying  to  the  hearty  and 
courting  Quakers.  This  miserable  paper  is  too  dull, 
iUeterate,  self-contradictory,  and  grossly  heretical,  to 
do  much  harm.  We  have  noticed  it  chietly  for  the 
purpose  of  congratulating  our  readers  on  the  low'  stat 
of  heresy  in  Phihulelphia. 

The  Bible  Society  of  the  city  of  Albany  enrolls  but 
56  names  on  the  list  of  its  members.  The  popul.atioii 
of  the  city  is  upward  of  12,000;  there  are  3  lar| 
Presbyterian  consregations,  2  large  Dutch  congrega 
tions,  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  1  Episcopalian,  1  Roman 
Catholic  congreg-ation,  also  a  young  and  small  Anti- 
burgher  congregation,  and  1  Reformed  Presbyterian, 
lately  organized  and  small.  That  city  is  known  to  be 


Literary  JVotices.  477 

the  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  New-York. — 
t^uery.  What  effect  would  the  removal  of  the  seat  of 
government  to  Newburgh  have  on  its  morals  and  reli¬ 
gion,  where  the  poi}uLition  is  not  one  fourth  of  that  of 
Albany,  but  where  there  have  been  for  several  years 
more  than  100  members  attached  to  the  Bible  Society  ? 
Wli  it  a  comment  does  the  state  of  religion  and  morals 
in  Boston,  Albany,  Washington,  Richmond,  &c.  affoitl 
on  the  character  of  our  civil  rulers  ?  Surely,  religious 
people  will  take  the  alarm  at  the  immoralities  so  ex- 
ceeilingly  prevalent  in  our  capitals. 

rAXTCs’s  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

This  is  a  work  of  great  merit.  It  was  published 
some  time  since,  in  Philadelphia,  by  the  late  Mr.  Ho¬ 
gan,  in  two  large  octavo  volumes.  The  author,  the 
Rev.  M.  Paxton,  of  Edinburgh,  and  late  professor  un¬ 
der  the  Associate  Antiburgher  Synod,  and  who,  it  is 
uniierstood,  refuses  to  enter  with  his  former  brethren 
into  the  union  with  the  Burgher  Synod,  in  Scotland,  is 
f»poken  of  as  a  gentlemen  of  liberal  mind,  extensive 
literature,  and  a  solid  divine.  The  volumes  before  us, 
would  have  led  us,  independenily  of  report,  to  have 
concluded  as  much.  The  w’ork  consists  of  three  parts 
'Tke  Geography^  JWiiural  History,  end  Customs  of  the 
Kest,  Tiio  object  is  to  bring  the  various  information, 
uiiiler  each  of  these  heads,  to  bear  upon  the  illustra- 
ion  of  Scripture.  The  author  is  successful  in  bis  at- 
emjit.  Auil,  wc  think,  not  onl}'  the  Theological  stu- 
hut  every  lover  of  useful  knowledge  would  pro- 
iit  by  these  books.  We  can,  at  present,  spare  room  , 
for  tlie  following  extract  onl3S  as  a  speciemen  of  Mr. 
Baxton’s  manner.  He  gives  a  long  and  interesting 
‘lescription  of  Mount  Lebanon,  introducing  in  his 
coarse,  and  shedding  light  upon,  many  passages  of  the 
sacred  voic.me,  where  that  mountain  is  mentioned  ; 
lUiiong  the  rest,  Isa.  40,  Id.  Lebanon  is  not  sufficient 
to  burn,  nor  the  beasts  thereof  sufficient  for  a  burnt 
^flering.”  Upon  which  he  remarks.r  “  Though  the 
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trembling  sinner  were  to  make  choice  of  Lebanon  fe 
the  ahar  ;  were  to  cut  down  all  its  forests  to  form  th 
pile,  though  the  fiMgrance  of  this  fuel,  with  all  its  oclor 
ibrous  gums  were  the  incense  ;  the  wine  of  Lebanon 
pressed  from  all  its  vineyards,  the  libr.tion  :  and  all  i 
beasts,  the  propilivnory  sacrifr'e  ;  all  would  prove  ic 
sufficient  to  make  atonement  for  the  sins  of  in  .11;  wou! 
be  regarded  as  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  the  suj>] 
Judge,  for  the  expiation  of  even  one  transgressior 
The  just  and  holy  law  of  God  requires  a  nobler  altar 
a  costlier  sacrifice,  and  a  sweeter  peifume — the  obe* 
dience  and  dcath  of  a  Divine  Person,  to  atone  for  ctr 
sins,  and  the  incense  of  his  continual  intercession,  to 
secure  our  acceptaiice  with  the  Father  of  mercies 
and  admission  into,  the  mansion  of  eternal  rest.”  v 
p.  130.  We  may  remark,  that  this  American  edition 
is  enriched  with  notes  by  the  Rev.  Ira  Chase,  of  the 
.Columbian  College,  and  by  Cartenter's  Geograplij 
oi  the  New  Testament.  To  every  clergyman  it  will 
be  a  book  of  useful  reference,  and  to  those  who  possess 
not  the  sources  upon  which  3Ir.  P.  has  drawn,  we 
hesitate  not  to  say,  that  in. wanting  this  they  sulTcr  loss. 
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The  lleUhst  (Ircbund)  Journals  announce  the  doatli 
of  the  Rev.  Josias  Alcx<mder,  last  November,  'flie 
ways  of  God  are  mysterious  ;  an  i  it  has  been  judioush 
remarked  that  tlm  lie  id  of  the  church  often  removes 
by  death  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  at  the  very  time 
when  the  greatest  field  of  usefulness  seems  to  be  open¬ 
ing  before  them.”  It  has  been  peculiarly  so  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Alexander.  He  had  been  settled  in  the 
pastoral  care  ofacongreg.dion  of  Reformed  Presbyterians 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Belfist,  in  which  there  were 
a  few  of  the  people  under  his  pastoral  care.  Animated 
by  a  desire  to  display  the  truths  of  the  Reformation  in 
all  their  extent  and  purity  among  the  inhabitants  of  a 
populous  and  influential  sea  port,  he  directed  hr' 
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orts  to  the  formation  of  a  congregation  in  the  city, 

1  ho  was  remarkably  successful.  A  church  was 
cted,  and  a  respeclaidc  congregation  organized,  to 
liich  his  ministerial  labours  were  limited  for  some 
before  his  death.  Soon  after  the  opening  of  his 
w  church,  he  commencetl  a  course  of  lectures  on 
;)hecy,  which  was  attended  by  crouded  audiences,* 
d  iniuie  his  talents  and  learning  of  a  high  order, 
own  to  all  tlie  .  itizens  He  was  elected  professor 
fM.ithematics  in  the  Belfast  academy,  a  very  flourish- 
institution  of  learning.  In  the  midst  of  his  prurnise 
the  greatest  usefulness,  he  was  called  away  from  the 
tion  which  he  appeared  so  well  fitted  to  occupy. 

The  following  obituary  notice  is  extracted  from  a 
It'ist  paper  : 

Died,  at  Belfast,  on  Monday,  the  l®th  Nov.  the 
.  losias  Alexander,  aged  41,  pastor  of  the  reformed 
sbyterian  Congregation  there,  and  teacher  of  Ma- 
matics  in  tlie  Belfast  Academy. 

In  Ins  mind  were  united  two  qualities  that  seldom 
I  in  the  same  character  ;  a  fearless  independence 
t  is  allied  to  the  sterner,  and  a  kindliness  of  heart 
idly  combined  with  the  gentler  virtues.  He  was  a 
nuous  supporter  of  civil  liberty,  not  merely  on  its 
n  account,  tho’  he  loved  il  much,  but  because  he 
w,  when  the  civil  rights  of  man  are  invaded,  reli¬ 
cs  freedom  cannot  long  exist. 

Nature  had  endowed  him  with  great  strength  of  in- 
ect,  which  he  cultivated  by  long  and  severe  study, 
was  possessed  .of  extensive  knowledge,  both  in. 
r.iture  and  science  ;  and  in  Hebrew  and  Biblical 
ism,  in  particular,  he  had  few  equals  in  this  coun- 
His  mornings  were  spent  in  the.discharge  of  the. 
*es  of  a* laborious  profession,  with  a  zeal  and  success 
om  surpassed  ;  and  his  evenings  amongst  his  peo- 
»  administering  consolation  to  the  sick^and  the  afflict- 

He  was  connected  with  that  religious  community 
*dy  called  Covenanters — taught  the  genuine  doc- 
vs  of  these  glorious  defenders  of  their  Faith  with  a 
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force  that  brought  conviction  to  the  heart ;  and,  u  ; 
beiievcci,  h  ad  he  lived  in  the  era  of  the  persecutions,  i 
he  would  have  been  found  aiuong  the  glens  and  the  ^ 
mountains  ofScotland,  preaching  to  the  scattered  rern-  \ 
nant  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

“  The  tears  of  his  congregation  shed  over  bis  grave, 
prove  how  he  was  beloved  by  them  ;  and  the  decent 
and  respectful  conduct  of  the  young  gentlemen  of  the 
Academy,  iind,  in  many  cases,  the  eye  glistening  trith 
I3ars,  are  the  best  evidence  in  what  esteem  lie  uhs 
held  there.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  zeal  in  i 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  abridged  his  days ;  for  he 
taught  in  the  Academy,  and  ])reachGd  to  his  people, 
with  that  fever  raging  in  his  viens,  which  was,  in  a  few 
tlays,  to  number  him  w  ith  the  dead. 

“  A  pleasing  tribute  was  paid  to  his  memory  by  Ifce 
vast  concourse  of  people  who  attended  his  lanchi!— 
men  of  all  ranks  and  denoniinalions.  The  Medical 
Gentlemen  w  ere  in  front  of  the  procession  ;  iiextcatne 
ihu  Professors  of  the  Belf  ist  Academical  Institulioa: 
who  were  followed  by  the  Principal  and  Masters  of  the 
Academy,  the  Clergy  of  the  Town,  and  the  Minister 
of  his  owm  Connexion  immediately  before  the  body; 
behind  it,  his  two  Brothers,  as  chief  mourners ;  the 
Members  of  his  own  Session,  Congregation,  ami  I 
Friends  ;  then  tlie  voung  Gentlemen  of  the  Academv, 
accompanied  by  the  Ushers  ;  then  the  Scholars  of  the 
Brownfstreet  School,  of  which  he  had  been  an  actitc 
supporter  ;  and  the  Scholars  of  the  Marl  borough -street 
School,  which  he  had  instituted  w  ithin  the  last  few 
weeks. 

*  “  By  his  owm  desire,  he  was  interred  at  thecoro^ 
of  the  modest  little  Meeting-house,  built  chiefly  by  his 
own  exertions,  and  attended  by  a  Congregation  attrac¬ 
ted  by  his  w'orth  and  talents.  The  body  was  affpc- 
tioniiitely  borne  to  the  place  of  interment  by  tweb^ 
young  men,  Members  of  his  own  Congreg*ation.” 
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